Lord Denmay, the Lord Chisf Justies of Xug
land, at the same time, spoke as followss -

‘' He belleved that all Westwivster Hall, Including the
Judicial beonch, were unsnimius 1u loullnﬂ the opinion ex-
1y the noble Earl; and that, i this country, there

was o right of deliverivg up, indeed no mesns of

reous socused of erimes committed in for:lrg: eountries.
ria matter was under discussion fre quently o the alien
bill had been year after' yeur before the House of Commons,
:lnu:hm lawyers ol all parties had come to the same con-

.

“Nor were thesa opivious eonfined to the lawyers of
Europe ;- great law: aupol' Aweries, wen distinguisked by
their profound erudition, whose decisions are so highly re-
spected among us, sud whose valusble works on great legal
questions are studied and consulted in this country with the
highest sdvantage, held the eame doetrine—indeed,

¢ Chancellor Kent, in his Commentaries on Ameriean Law,
(1836,) uppeanrs 1o weline 1o the cpinion of Grotius and Ve el
aguioet that of other eminent jo that perscus accused of
¢'imes ought to be delivered ujto he couutry where 1hey are
accused, und one ¢ se appeirs o hive been decided by hiwm-
eelf when he beld his vflice iu conformity with that doctrine
Bat it may be remurked. that the peculiar Constitution of &
Federnl Government, cowpreherding wany SBtates with vari-
ous luws, rendere any decision, however res ble, of less
extenave application, at least till ull the pardealar provisious
existivg when it « us made are fully canvasced Butd stice
Btory, n his more receut ed'tion of the Coufliet of Laws,
(IMrI,.} conc'udes & disoussion on thie ubject by eiting the
pussuge from Lord Coke, addii g, io terms, one chief justies in
America hie vdberid to the sume d. ctrive in « very ela orate
judgment; that the reasonivg of anotier chief jusiice, in &
eading cace, leads to the same eou: lusion, and thut it stands

indirecily coufirmed by & mujo ity of the judg-s of the Fu.
cﬁm”um. Un{lﬂi &Ll. fn uvery m:;tuu «f the
epeet interest.’

“ Therefore, although distinguished juriets may feel s de-
sire fur some nrrangement for the surrender of foreign erim-
inale, it would seem that the municipal law of America
rests on the same principles as our own, which, as he had
slready stated, recognised no right aod provided no ma.
ehiuvery by which the eubjects of another Siate secking
refuge here could be given up to the country to which they
belonged. He had, therefore, come prepared respeotfully
to warn Beeretaties of State, if it had not been rendered
unnecessary by what had passed, that they could pot seize
or detsin sliens secking refuge here without subjecting
themeelves to netions for dam for false imprisoument,
and without further incurriog the risk of & still heavier and
more awiul responsibility ; for if a man attempted to seize
an alien uuder sueh authority he wight resist, and if death
ensued, be would be justified in iuflicting it, while those
who ordered his arrest and detention would be liable to be
tried for murder. Ho & with bis noble and learned
friend, that the comity of nations might be properly ' m
ployed in considerii g of treaties and laws which would
allow nations to seize and give up to each otber their re
spective criminals. But this eould only be done on the
supposition that the laws of all nations should be reasona-
ble urd just, for no country could be justified in enforeing
thoee laws which it believed to be fuunded on injustice,
oppression, and cruelty. Bome few great eriminala had
possibly been given up without notice; but he believed that
the United Btates of Aweriea bad reiused to give up an
Eoglish rubject charged with forgery, because they disap.
proved of the punishwent of death for that erime, and until
the internal law of all evuntries was such that ench would
have no objection to adopt it, he feared that this desirable
objeet could pot be sccomplished. He indulged a hope
thut those distinguished persous, the judges and jurists in
Americs, who basd been referred to, would, in common with
those of uther countnies, apply their wiuds to these eonsid-
erativus.”

Lord Camypbell held the following language on
the subjeot :

““He eaid that, afier the statement of their opinions by
bis two nuble sud learved friends, he should not have felt
it neceesary to nddress their lordshipe, if it bad not been
asserted, nud widely cireulsted. that he had, when Attor-
ney Geueral, sdvised that men similarly circumetaveed
sbould be sent home for trinl. Nothiog could be more
cuntriry o the fuct than such s stalement. He had never

iven a{ Jpivion of the kind Oun the contrary, he had
eld that,

mand (rom avotber the surrender of sny of i » subj-ots ;
and Lhat 1o the case of England, the municipal law did not
authurize or enable the exeeutive to comply with any such

. demand, He sgreed with the Lord Chief Justiee, that it

might be very cunvenient to have tresties, under which

reous socused of murder #nd other bigh erimes should
E: surreudeied, bat such treaties would vot juetify the d»
wana being scted on until the wunicipal law provides the
wmwesns for carrying the treaiivs into execution. Without
an sot of Parhisment there was no suthority for givieg up
& refugee Lo any loreign State.”

The Lord Chancellor spoke as follows at the
close of the debate:

“ He apprebended that he was the only law Lord in the
House who had not yet given his opinion. He had been

' consulted upun the question, ss well a8 the Attorney snd

Solicitor Geveral, sud, without pretending to state the
terms in which their opinion bhud been given, be wight sny
tont it fully agreed with what bad beeu advanced by voble
and learued lords who had already spoken. He did not
thivk that s secoud opinivn could be entertained.”

It will thus be seen that, according to t:e uni-
versslly received maxims of law as held in the
United States and Great Britain, the Kxecutive
suthority is not suthorized, in the absence of trea-
ty sl.ipul{t.iona and of municipsl legislation carry-
iog them into effect, to arrest and deliver up fugi-
tives from justice. Henoe the origin and purpose
of the 10th article in the treaty of Washington,
negotiated between the United States and Great
Britain in the year 1842 by Mr. Webster and Lord
Ashburton, providing for the extradition of per:
sons charged with certain specificd crimes. 'Ihe
treaty under this head ordained that “the respeo-
tive judges and other magistrates of the two Gow
ernments shall have power, jurisdiction, and au-
thority, upon complaint made under cath, to issue
& warrant for the apprehension of the fugitive, that
he may be brought before such judges or cther
magistrates (0 the end that the evicence of erimi-
nality may be heard and comsidered; snd if, on
such heariog, the evid-uce be deemed sufficient to
sustain the cha: g+, it shall be the duty of the ex-
amining judge or magistrate to certify the same to
the proper executive authority, that a warrant may
issue for the surrender of such fugitive.”

The treaty, it will be seen, contemplated a judi-
cial inguiry preliminary to every act of surrender.
And sn act of Parliament was passed in the year
1843 [6 & 7 Victoria, chap. 76] to carry this part
of the treaty into effect. How important, we
should say how indispensable, such municipal le-
gislation 1s to effectuate stipulations for the extra-
dition of fugitives from justice, was illustrated by
a notable case in cur judicial records—a case which
led to the enactment of corresponding laws in our
own country for the regulation of this whole mat-
ter, as covered by treaty engagements, and exclud-
ing the exercise of such authority in all cases not
covered by treaty.

An extradidion treaty was concluded between
the United States and France in the year 1843.
Under this treaty, in the yoar 1847, the French
Minister to this country demandcd the arrest and
surrender of one Nicholas Lucien Metzger, and s
mandate to that effect was issued from the State
Department, signed by President Pulk and coun-
tersigned by Mr. Buchanan as Secretary of State.
The fugitive was arrcsted, and, while on his way
to a French frigate then lying in the harbor of
New York, s writ of hibess corpus was sued out,
returnable before Kdmonds, Cirouit Judge. The
case wis twice elaborately argued before that judge
by the Hon. B. F. Butier, United States Distriot
Attorney, for the Goverament, and with him were
associated Mr. . B. Cutting and Mr. K. Tillon as
counsel for the French Miuister, and by Mr. Og.
den Hoffman und Mr, N. B. Blant for the prison-
er. The prisoner was dischargcd, and mainly on
the ground that, being a resident of this Scate, he
wos a “member’” of it within the meaning of our
Constitation ; that, ss such, ke could not be de-
prived of his hiberly without a vesort to courts of
justice ; that though the treaty with France con-
tuined an extiadivion clause, yet Congress had ne-
ver passed a law awthorixing the courts to enforee

by the law « { natious, no State bad & right to de-.

-

4, aud as without such law the courts could have
no jurisdiotion in the matter, there oould be mo
judicisl determination of the question of arrest and
surrender; that such determination could not be
made by the Executive department slone, and
that therefore the mandate of the President was
void. [1 Barbour's N.- Y. Bupreme Court Re-
ports, p. 248.]

The prisoner was accordingly ordered by Judge
Edwonds to be discharged. The French Minis-
ter was much dissatisfied with the result. So
much so that our Government directed s writ of
error to be brought, in order to take the case to
the Eupreme Court of the United States. At the
ensuing session of Congress the subject was luid
before the Senate, by whom it was referred to the
Judiciary Committee, on which were Daniel Web-
ster, Robert J. Walker, and Wm. L. Dayton, our
present Minister to France. ‘Iheir examination
convinced them that the decision was right; the
writ of error was abandoned, and Congress passed
a law supplying the defeet complained of, and pro-
viding for the action of the judiciary in such cases.
That law was as follows : -

“ Ba it anacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
U'bat 1o all enses in which there now exists, or hereafter
mny exist any tresty or eonvention for extradition between
the Government of the United States and any foreign Gov-
ernment, it shall snd may be lawful for any of the Justices
of the Supreme Court or Judges of the several District
Courts of tbe United Btates, snd the Judges of the several
State cvurts, the commissioners authorized so to doby any
of the eourts qf the United Btates, are hereby severally
vested with power, jurisdietion, and authority, upon com-
plaint made under oath or affirmation, charging any person
tound within the limits of any State, distriet, or tarritory,
with having committed within the jurisdiction of any such
foreign Guvernmeut any of the erimes enumerated or pro-
vided for by any such tr-aty or eonvention, to issue his
warrant for the apprebension of the person so chsrged,
that he may be brought before such judg= or ¢/ mmissioner
to the end that ths evidenoe of eriwioality may be heard
and considered; and if, on such bearing, the evidence be
deemed sufficient by him to sustesin the charge under the

rovisions of the rpropor trealy or convention, it ehsll be

is duly to ocertify the same, together with a_copy of all
the testinony taken before him, to the Beeretary of State,
a warrant may issue upon the requisition of the proper
authorities of such foreign Government, for the surrender
of suck person, according to the sti wns of said trealy
or convention ; and it shall be the duty of the said Judge
or commissioner to jssue his warrant for the commitment
of the person so charged to the proper Jail, there to remain
uotil such nurrender shall be made™ * *  *

‘* And be it further eracted, Thst this act shall continue in
foroe during the existence of any treaty of extradition with
any foreign Guover t, sud no | Y

In the light of this historical review, and espe-

| cially in the immediate presence of this statute of

our Congress, we oan clearly read the law and

usage of the United States on this subject. To

compass the extradftion of & fagitive trom justice

there must be a treaty s.ipulation enforced by cor-

responding munieipal legislation, and it is ex-
pressly declared by the Congress in the bth

section of the above-cited act that such munici- |
pal legislation taken shall continue in force ouly

during the existenoce of any treaty of extradition

with apy forcign Guvernment. 1f even, under a
treaty of extradition, a eriminal cannot be given

up without the cc-operation of our statutes, what
shall be said of the arrest and surrender of a criwi-
nal wichout the authority either of treaty stipula-
tion or of municipal law ?

We have seen that the Cuban authoriticssnd the
Minister of Spain did not ask the delivery of Arguel-
les as & matter of right, but only as a matter of grace
in the interest of huwanity. It may beinteresting
to know how far the Guvernment of Bpain was
entitled to expeot that our Government would act
on this principle, even supposing it had the right
to do so.

A recent transaction between the two Govern-
mientd recorded in the Diplomatic Corr spondence
of Mr. Seward, as transmitted to Congress st the
opening of the préent session, sffords an illustra-
tion of the principles and precedents which have
been hcretofore understood to govern the right of
asylum and the conditions on which t:e extradition
of alleged eriminals may be claimed by one Gov-
ernment and granted by another. As this case
was fresh in the minds of the Spanish authorities
when they reclaimed Col. Arguelles, and in the
memory of the Administration when it yielded to
their r quest, we may recite the ciroumstanoces
under which it arose, using for this purpose the
words of the Goverament when giving an account
of the transaction. [Papers relating to Fureign
“Affairs, 1863, vol. 2, p. 994 :]

“In the month of Beptemb:r, 1862, the eily of New
Orleans had been reclnimed by the navsl and wilitary
forces of the Ubied States from iusurrectionsry oceups-
tion, aud was then beld as & military position, iu an setusl
state of civil war. The blockade regulations of the port
were relaxed »o far se to admit trade under military regu
Iations. Three Bpanish vessels of war, in conlurmity with
the liberal practice which the United Ntates had adopted
towards all 1he waritime Powers, were ndmitted into the
port of New Orleaus without question. The eity was then
i & condition of grest distress, and permission was freely
giveo by the authurities of the United biates to sny for-
egn Government which should ask it, to receive and re
move sy ol their sufferiog ecountrymen who were
nut compromitted 1n the insurrection. A uvumber of
such persons went on board pf the three Spanish
vessels with passes from the wilitary authorities, such

nsses beivg given to all uooffendiog persuns who applied
f..r them. ‘Ibe comwander of the Bissco de Garny, being
also in eommaud of the other two vessels, uot eontent with
giving passages to persons of the olass befure mentioned,
went further, aud koowingly, and without consuliing with
the wihtary commander ol the port, recpived on bosrd snd
couveyed away eighty native eitigsos of the United Btates
who had been cowpromised in the insurreotion, and this
10 violation of known and well-understood military regula-
tions, which forbade soy person without a pass to leave
the eity. On the 25:h duy of October the major general
communding oslled the attention of the enptamn of the
Blaseo de Garay to his subjeot, and then asked to be in-
formed of the names of the passengers, not belonging to
the Government servica of Spain, whom he bad taken in
bie ship, on the voyage befors westivued, to Havana, and
especinlly to state wosther cne Mr. Koberin, of New Or.
lesns, was n passenger. The commander of the Blusco de
tsaray decined to comply with this request.”

The case ss thus represented was at this stage
submitted by Mr. Seward to the Government of
Spain, with an expression of the hopo that it wouid
receive “ the prompt attention of her Catholip Ma-
jesty's Minister at Washington.” Thus addressed
on the subject, M. Tassara, the Spanish Minister,
referred the matter to the Government oi her Cath.
olic Majesty at Madrid, requesting at the same timp
reports from the Captain General of Cuba and from
the Spanish Consul at New Orleans, The decision |
of the Spanish Government in the premises was
snnounced by the Marquis de Miraflores, the pre-
sent Minister of State in Spaio, as follows:

““The right to give saylum to politienl refugeen in in such
mannsr rooted in the habits, in cush sort interwoven with
the ideas of tulerance of the present century, and has such
frequent generous and beoeficont mpplieations in tha ex.
travrdionry and enssnguined politiesl coutests of the Lmes
wo live in, that there 18 no nation in the world which daren
t deny this right, snd, morevver, not avy one that ean re.
nounce ke exeroise.  What wonld beeowe of the most em-
inent wen of our duys i ia the politionl tempests io which
success may be against  bem, they eould pot protect them-
~#ives benenth the w10 lubie mantie o1 oreign hospitahity,

f-ring 10 them haply , u triendly country, where they
preathe beanqul and safe ; baply a sheltar whosn thiesnolds
their pursuars oannol overstep, or haply, in fine, the shadow

of » natioual flag flonting in & port? In such oshes it onn

under whose smple folds all those can
whnm&umﬂbmum are eoemies,
rather than beosuse they are eriminals. @ Are empow-
ered, therefore, aud we ought to give ssylum on our
vessels-of war in. the United Btates to political refugees.
The limitation of asylum lies in the offence. A ought
not to serve (o give impunily to these guilly of ordimar
crimes ; that would be to encc urage crime, sud no ailrihux
uation may do that. But it may be said that it is not easy
for tbe commander of & ship of war to know whether the
wan who presents himself on board, ssking for asylum, is
or not guilty of ordivary erimes. In such cases the com-
wmander should reqmire his word of bonor that he has not
committed speh offonces. But should he give that, and
afterwards turn out that he has lied, thare could be no dif-
ficulty in hsnding over to the snthoritirs s wan who to
former offences hed added that of the abuse of good faith, |
in being wantiog to bis parale, And if the G.vernment of
Washington wishes to acquire-a perfect and positive right
to the delivery to them of those guilty of ordinary crimes, it
will be enabied to do so by means ‘f a treaty of extradition,
to the conclusion of which the Spanish Government woul
m:‘:p&:u uself, as 1t has not r to conclude such with
ot. tes.”

It will thus be seen that the Spanish Govern-
ment sustained the procecdiogs of the commander
of the Blasco de Garay, who declined even_to give
the names of the passengers whom he had taken in
his ship. Our Government was simply informed
that if it desired to reclaim ordinary criminals it
could acquire “a perfeot and positive right to do
s0” by concluding an extradition treaty, and that
in the absence of such s treaty it would give mo
heed to our reclawations.

It remains for us, at the close of these histori-
cal ocitations, to sum wup the logical conclu-
sions suggested by the principles and precedents
thus passed in review.

From the history we have given it appears that
while the obligation of nations not to grant asylum
to eriminals, but to deliver them up for trial, re-
ceives the general assent of civilized nations, itis one
subjeot to many limitations and modifications. It
is & duty of “imperfect obligation,” so called, like
those interwoven with the private life of individ-
uals, and the neglect of which destcoys the reputa-
tion of the man without rendering him amenable
for violating the law. It is a duty resting upen
the conscience of the nation, to be discharged un-
der such circumstances, in such cases, and in such
manuer asin the juigment of the nation, expressed
through the constituted suthorities, may seem best
adapted to subserve the cause of virtue and the
interests of humanity.

In scme political systems the monarch is the
authority who at once determines the question and
executes the judgment; but in those cohntries
where the principles of constitutional government
obiain—in other words, where the rights of the
person are recognised—the maxims of law limit
the otherwise absolute power of the Executive
authority, and in performing their pbligations to
the human race, the Legislature, in such countries,
is careful not to overlook their obligations to the in-
dividual. Thus in Great Britain, as we have seen,
while the sovereign may make treaties, he cannot
fulfil a treaty binding him to surrender fugitive
criminals without the express sanction of that part
of the Government which is charged with the
guardianship of the life and liberty of the individ-
ual. He may make war or conclude peace without
the covsent of Parliament; but without its con.
sent he cannot deprive the humblest individual of
liberty, though that individual be charged with
the deepest crimes. ;

In our owa political system we find the same
careful process for reaching the ends of justice.
The treaty-making power determines what offences
the nation will lend its aid to punish, and into
what hands it is willing .to deliver offenders for
pucishment. The tenth article of the Treaty of
Washivgton, concluled between the United States
and Great Britain on this subject, shows by the
catalogue of crimes it embraces that we are williog
to trust the enlightened eriminal jurisprudence of
England in s wider class of offences than we would
remand to some other countries whose codes are
less conformed to the humane spirit of the age,
When the treaty-making power has sscertained the
extent of the obligation of surrender and assumed
the corresponding duty, the legislative power comes
forward to provide for the fulfillment of that duty,
and in so oing Congress has thought proper to
omit nene of those safeguards which have been
found essential to protcot the accused against base-
less charges, and which, neceasary as they arp in
cases where the accused is to be tried in the juris-
diction where he is found, are doubly and trgbly
necessary where the charges are put forward, not
for trial hero, but as the means of obtaining pos-
session of the sccused and carrying him sabroad

It it not improbable that factitious accusations
should be brought for the mere purpose of pro-
curing the arrest and surrender of a fugitive.
Hence it is that the careful provisions of the ata-
tute, regulating extradition in this country, com-
mit to the judiciary—verscd as that department
already is in all the procecdings preparatory to a
trinl—the duty of arresting the fugitive and of as-
certaining whether in facta crime has been commit-
ted, and whether there is sufficient evidence to
held the accused for trial. When these questions
have been settled by the judioiary, and not til]
then, does the nation consent to deny the right
of asylum to the fugitive who has sought its pro-
teotion and deliver him into the hands of the alien
prosecutor.

is t0 be hoped, for the sake of our own oredit on
the score of buwanity, that the proceedings of
Bpsnish jurisprudence in his case may be such a8
to show that only justice has been done him in the
forum to which we have remitted him, even if
‘something less than justice, as justice is under-
stood in this coustry, has been done him by
our authorities in the eircumstances under which
they have dilivered him up for trial. The
civilized world sits in judgment not only on
the ¢rimes of men, but on the processes by which
these crimes are redressed, and when justice is in-
flicted agsinst the received rules of justice, men never
fuil to resent the wrong done to the latter, what-
ever may be their abhorrence at the wickedness of

d | the criminal, 1t was thus thatall Kurope thrilled

with indignation and horror at the conduct of the
King of Baxony when, in the early part of the
18th cevtury, he dclivered up the person of the
unhappy Patkul to the vengeanee of his sovereign,
Charles the X1Ith of Sweden, who broke him on
the wheel. Men refused to consider the provoea-

tions which that noblemasn had offered to his King,

or the offences he had committed against his coun-
try, in their resentment at the wroog done to the
“right of asylum” in his person. And so, what-
ever may be the crimes of Col. Arguelles, (about
which we know nothing personally, as the Presi-
dent of the United States knows nothing legally,)
the civilized world, in its respect for the principles
of public law and private right violated by his clan-
destine arrest and deportation, will not hesitate to
deplore the process by which this Spanish sub-
Ject has been brought to justice. :

THE BLACK TROOPS IN LOUISIANA.

A correspondent of the Springfield (Mass ) Journal,
writing from Louisinna, speaks very discouragingly for
the success of the experiment of keeping in the fisld at the
Bouth a large body of colored troops. According to this
writer, who seems 't be an intelligent person, it appears
that the blacks are not cnly less reliable than the whites
in the active duties and dangers of the field, but that they
are more liable to perish in camps and garrisons, sod in
other respeots are much more expensive than the white
race. From his letter, dated at Port Hudson on the 15th
ultimo, we extract the following :

THY. CORPS D'AFRIQUE.

“ This body of triope, organized and equipped by order
of Gen. Banks, and intended to iuclude about fiftern thou-
sand men, having their hesdquarters st thia post, has re-
cantly been subjacted to several important changes, When
the orderof organiz ition was promulgated, it contemplated
the formation of eightean regiments of five hundred men,
with the same oumber of officera as in the regiments of one
thousand. There were ulready three full regiments organ
izad several months previous ss ‘ Lomsiana Native Guards,’'
and Gen. Ullmsn had aiready eommeneed recruiting for the
five regiments kuown subscquently as Ullmau's brignde.
These eight regments were mada the nuelrus of the new
corps, snd duriong the sumwer and autamn of 1863, through
the channels opencd by the progress of the campnign, there
were men enongh enlisted to awell the number of regiments
to about twenty-five, and Gen. Georee L. Andrews was
plaoed 1 eommand of the enrps  But, unforfunately, it
was found that the physiesl qualifiestions of the negroes
were not equal to the hardships of drill and fatigue duty,
wany of them having in them the seeds of old and surely
fatal direases brought on by the vieious habits of plantation
life, and many oth -re being na yet voung and immature in
body and marked by hereditary taints. It 18 surprising to
ona unsequuinted with the subjoet, to contemplats the ter-
rible rate of mortality and to learn how wany bava lung
and heart diseswes, or are broken down by rheumatie affee.
tions, over-work and ill ussge, Thousands died, wore is-
charged for dvability, or de-erted  The regiments dwin
died dowu from five hundred to two bundred or three bun-
dred; recruiting wea stopped by an order from Genersl
Banks wtich contewplated the relention of as many able
bodied blacks ns possible on the Govarnment plantations ;
oficers began to grow diseonrsged; reeignations became
the order of the day ; disappointment on the pay question
demornlized the men, Al thess eauses combived to have
au unfavorable efiret on the corps.

“When the campaign eommenced this sesson, four regi-
meuts were ordered to the field. To fill them up to mix
hundred ewoh it was necesary to transfer m-n from three

Intter only ite cfficers and ten men. Then eame 1the setion
of the War Department, changivrg the regimental nuo beis
and designations to United States infantry, artillery, &e ,
and requiring & maximum of one thousand. Very little
remaine of the original eorps, save in the regretful reeol-
leetions of ita past o Mioers snd the formidable fortifieations
itse men have ercoted here since the surrender of Port
Hudson. Gen Andrews bas gone North on leave, Gen.
Ullmao succeeding to the command, sod a full and eareful
inspection of all the works and forees here last week by
Gen T. W Sherman (who lost a leg in the siege of Port
Hudwon) hae given rise to & rumor of & further change of
ecommanders,

*“ What the future of the ecorps will be depends now
upon the question of expedienoy : will the possible interests
or nacessities of our standing army warrant the enormous |
expeuse of organizing and dn ling colored troops and briog- |
jng them up to the standard of white troops ! Aas the re. |
sources of the South, agriculturally, are ealled out, the de.
mand for labor of seclimated blacks will inorease ; if the
available number is diminished by the requirecents of a
Iarge army, there will be an increased opposition to mmin-
taining black regiments. Tha question is of immediate
and great importance. To fill up the blaek reqiments in
this department alone would require tweoty thousand new
recruits, and the relative mortality of wh te and black
troops seemws to indieate that it would be better to le the
present black organigations die oyt and supply their places,
il the neces-ity coutinues, from the nrmy of fureigners now
sevking our shores. Besides this resson there is snother
entering ioto the conmderation of the subjeet, namely, the
great cost of maintaining colored troops They are, un-
deniably, idle, lazy, unproduetive, and wasteliul  Toe loss
by wear nod tear, such as the + Xpense of keaping up their
uniforms and equipments, of camp sud garrison equipsgs,
and all kinds of military atores agd properiy, promises to
exered very greatly the onrrnnpm-lrlnl expenditure for
white troops, avd it is scarcely a matter for doubt that
their services are far lees valuable, both in quality and |
quantity, to the Government, The subject is one whigh
commenda itsell very foreibly to all who haye an interest in
the iuture character and condition of our ustional troops.”

COLLISION AT SEA—FORTY LIVES LOST,

The United Stales steam tragspart Oiky of. Bath, Capt,
Lincoln, laden with stores for the Government, sailed from
New Yok for Washington (D. C.) at 11 o'clock in the
morning of the lst iostant, and at about midnight, when
near Uape May, came into ecollision with the transport
steamer Pocahontas, on her passage from New Orleans to
New York, The Iatter vessel sunk in twenty-five miuutes®
carryiog down nearly forty of her pussengers ard erew,
Tue City of Bath had her bows stove in and her stern ear-

It is needless to add that in the case of Argucl-
les the Exceutive has agsumed all the autherity |
which by the Constitution is distributed among
the treaty making power, the law making power, |
and the judicisry. Without treaty, without law,
and without judicial aotion, the Executive has as-
sumed to do what only all three combined could |
lawfully empower him to do.

And in making this statement as a proposition
of law, we indulge in no personal crimination of
the President’s motives. As he makes no legal

| snce fur such good intentions while bringing his pro-

defence of his conduct, but bases that defonce
on his good intentions, we make all due allow-

ccedings to the bar of the law he has transcended.
It is one of the ivconveniences whioh attach to
such errors of judgment, and which illustrate their
practica] dangers, that all punishments visited
on criminals outside of the laws array a cer-
tain sympathy in favor of the oulprit, however
guilty he may be. Col. Argueclies may be the
ori uinal he is represented to be by the Caban ay-
thorities, but ss these suthoricies are now seized of
his person in & way not anthorized by cur laws,
the penalty he may be called to pay for his alleged
orime is one which concerns the honor of the

nation in the eyes of the civilized world, Iy

ried awsy, eausing her to leak badly, which was stepped
by throwing overboard a part of her eargo.

The Pocahontas was & screw-steamer, of sbout 300 tona
enmmanded by John Baxter, aud sailad from New Orlesnn
on the 24th of May, with one hundred souls on board, The

presengers lost were eoldicrs discharged or on lurlnugh_1

The Pooshontas was struck on the starboard sile, just absft
the fore rigging.  The two enpining soon discovered that the
vemsel was sinking. The bonts were lowersd and the en
gines ' opped. The two ves:els remuined thumping esch
other for a few minutes, and then separated. One of three
boata during the execitement was swamped, snd the other

| two did what they cou'd to save the persons already afluat,

Plonks and ledders nud life precervers were thrown over-

board, but the sea was high, and wind fresh, which caused |
many of the w fellows to sink into & watery grue.!
Unptain Lineoln lay by the pince until daylight, but was

then ensbled to add only one to the number picked up

during ihs night.  The City of Bath then returned to New

York with the survisors who had lost every thing but

their lives.

GENERAL BUTLER'S EXPeDITION.

The Boston Transer pt, nfter expressing the opinion that
Goneral Butler has sceompliahed s much as was expeoted
of hin expodition 1o the wuth side of Richmond, adds

“* Whila freely saying thus much of our sppresiation of
tho value of Genersl Batl r's servios, wo must add that the
heightened puslio ¢ xpeontion of the work he waas to no-
oowpleh, and the cons ient dissppointoent and disastia-
Iaotion with results, sre the naturesl sod ioevitable eff-ote
of she pewspaper oorrespondents’ seoounts of bia early
movements written i his interest,  More folly, mors blus-
ter, more braggadogeio, bave not bosn seen since the month
batora the ficat battle of Bull Run.”

to four other regiments, leaving to each company in the |

FROM THE ARMY IN VIRGINIA.
OFrlCAL—;lPOB‘l"

Secretary Stanton to General Di%.
4 Wak DeparTMeNT,
] Washington, June 2, 1864.
Sir: A despateh from Gen. Graut’s hesdquarters, dated
yesterdsy, June 1, st 10 A. M., has been received. It
states :

'* At 5 P. M. yestorday Bheridan, perceiving s fores of
rebel eavalry at Culd Harbor, which proved to be Fitz-
bugh Len's divison, attacked, sud after & hard fight routed
it, togetber with Clingman’s brigade of infantry, which
cawe to Lee's support. Bheridan remained in possession
of the placs. He ' nt dark that be bad a consider-
able number of d there were many rebel dead
and wounded He was ordered to bold the
position, and st 10 £, M, the Sixth Corps (Wright's) set
out to ocoupy it.

“We have not yet heard from Wright or Bheridan this
moring, and do not know whether the former has got his
troops to the destination. Smith (Baldy) must be close
upon Wright's column. This morning the enemy are also
moving & heavy column in the same direction. The order
has just gooe to Warren to fall upon their fisak.

““Wilson had » fight Inst evening near Hanover Court-
house with Young's brigade of oavalry. He routed Young,
killing and capturing many, but there has been & good deal
of grtillery firitig in that direction this morning.

** Warren reported last night that ia his fight of Monday
sfternoon, near Bethesda Chureh, Cul, Tyrrell, 13th Vir-
ginia, and Col. Willis, commanding Pegram’s brigade, were
killed. Col. Christian, 49th Pennsylvanis, was wounded
aud osptured; so was the Acting Adjutant Genersl of
Ramsay's brigade, name not reported. Ten other com
missioned cfficers and seventy privates were oaptured
Sixty rebels wers buried on the field,

‘In our centre Buroside reports his advanced lines as
being within a mile and a half of Mechanicaville.”

E. M. BranTon, SBecretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
[} Washington, June 2—9 30 P, M.

A despatch from Gen. Grant, dated this morning, (June
2d,) at Bethesda Church, seven o'clock A. M., has Just
been received. It states:

“ Yesterdsy morning an attack was ordered to be made
on our left, at Cold Harbor, by the Bixth Corps, and the
troops under Smith, Warren, Burnside, and Hancock be-
ing held in resdiness to advance in their respective
fronts. :

‘“The attack was made with spirit about 5 P. M , eon-
tinuing uatil after dark, and resulting in our earrying the
enamy's works on the right of the Bixth Corps, where we
still hold them, and also the first line in front of Smith.
The latter, however, were eommanded in the rear, whish
made those earriad untenable.

“The enemy made repeated sssaults on each of the
corpe not engaged in the main sssault, but were repulsed
with loss in every instance. :

“Beveral hundred prisoners. were taken, but I eannot
say what number, nor estimate either our or the enemy's
easunlties.

“ Duriug the night the enemy made several assaults to
regain what they had lost, but failed.”

No despatches from any other quarter have reached the
Department to-day.

Epwin M. BranToN, Beeretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 4, 1864.

Despatohes from Gen. Grant's hesdquarters, dsted three
o'clock yesterday, have just been received. No operatione
took plnee on Thureday.

Yesterduy (Friday) morning, at balf-past four o’clock,
Gen. Grant wade an assault on the coewy's lines, of
which he mnkes the following report ;

We nssaulted at ha'f past four A: M, driviog the enemy
within bis entrenchments at all puints, but without gaining
any decisive advantage. Our troops now Oeoupy & posi
tion elose to the enemy—some places within fifty yards,
sod are remdinieg. Our loss was not severe, nor do 1
suppose the enemy to have lost hesvily. We eaptured
over three hundred prieoners, mostly from Breckinridge

Another and luter offi inl repart, not from Gen. Urant,
‘estimates the nomber of our killed and wounded at about
three thouesnd. The followirg officers are smoog the
killad : Colonel Haskell, 36th Wisconsin ; ©ulonel Porter,
Bth New York hoavy artilery, and Colonel Morris, 66th
New York. Amoug the wounded are: Gen. R. O Tyler,
eeriously, will probably lose s foot; Colongl MeMahon,
164th New York; Colonel Byroes, Hth Massachusetts,
probably mortally, and Colanel Brooks, 534 Pennsylvaaia,

Epwin M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

—

! WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June b—one o'clock P. M.

A despateh from General Grant's headquarters, dated
balf-pust eight v'clock last (Saturdsy) night, bas been re-
ceived.

It states that about seven P, M. yesterday (Friday,
34 of June)'the enemy auddenly attacked Smith's brigade,

]ol’ Gibbon's division. The battle lasted with great fury

for half an bour. The attack was unwaveringly repulsed.
Bmith's losses were inconsiderable,

Atsix P M. Wilson, with bis cavalry, foll upon the

rear of a brigade of Heth's division, which Lee had
thrown around to his left, apparently with the intention of
euveloping Burnside. After a sharp but short conflict,
Wilson drove them back to their rifls pits in confusion
He took s few prisoners. He had previously fought and
routed Gordon’s brigade of rebel cavalry. During these
fights he lost several officars, among them Calonel Pres-
ton, 1at Vermont cavalry, killed, sod Colonel Bevjsmin,
Hth New York cavairy, seriously wounded. Gen. Stan-
nard, serving in the Kighteenth Corps, was severely
wounded yesterday, (Friday.)
Our eatire loss in killed, wounded, aud missing during
three days’ opertions sround Cold Harbor will not exoered,
acoording to the Adjutant Genersl's report, seven thousand
five hundred.

This morning (Saturday, June 4) the enemy's Mft wing,
in front of Gen. Burnside, was found to have been drawn
in during the night. Col Cesnola, in comma'd of five
thoussnd men, arrived there yest:rday, haviog marched
from Port Royel,

The telegraphic communication between Cherrystone
and Fortress Monroe continues ioterrupted

EowiN M. BTaNTON, Becrelary of War.

—_—

WaAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June G—sevcn o'c ock A. M.,

We bave deepatohes from Gen. Graot's headquarters
down to eix o'elock last (Nunday) evening, which state
that there had been no fighting during the day.

The enemy made an altack on Saturday night upon
Haneock, Wright, and Smith, but were every whera re.
pulsed. Huocock's lines are brought within furty yards
| of the rebel works.

The rebels were very busy on Baturday constructing
entrenchmants on the weat side of the Chickahominy, at
| Bottom's Bridge, aud towards evening threw a party acroes
| to the eaat side,

Epwgs M. BranTon, Seerotary of War.

War DeEPARTMEST,
Washingtan, June 6, 1964,
Deapatehes huve boen reeeived from Gon, Grant's head.
quarters to.day, but they report only esrisin ohanges in
the porition of Corps and eontemplated oparations. They
state that every thing ia going on well. The Chief Quarier.
master of the army reports & personal inspeetion of the
depot at the White House. Tt in in o most efficient state,
all ueedful supplies are on band, and wagons transport
thew easily to the srmy  The wounded are being brought
in and tranwports are not delayed & moment,
Enwin M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

- War Drranrwenr,
Washington, June =—1 30 P M.

ters, dated last night at 230 P M, kosounces a vict

the rebel Gen. Jonea was killed on the battls field. The
deapateh in na follows: |

* The Riehwond Examiner of tacday spanks of the de-

by Gen. Hunter over the reb:ls beyoud Staunton, and that |

* fent of Gen, W, E. Jonea by Gen. Huuter, twelve miles |
* beyoud Staunton, (Va.) Gen. Junes wen lulled on ml

‘fald. His suscsssor retired to Waynesboro', ud
:hou- the muammotubmmtomag::
ton. The paper further states that no hospitals or stores
‘ were captured by Hunter,” :
Another despatch sousounces that our forees ocoupy
:::.unx.i Hn:;wiehq sod that our troops 0ocupy
n & 00 by the fullowin h je
ceived from Gen. Butler: i
“All guiet on my line. Richwond papers of June 7th
* give intelligence of a fight at Mount Crawford between
* Gen. Huoter aod Gen. Jones, in which Hunter was vie-
* torious, and Jones, rebel commander, was killed. Staun-
‘ ton was afterwards occupied by the Union forces. The
‘ fighting was on Bunday.”
Epwin M. BranTon, Becretary of War.

WaR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 7—10.15 P. M.
Despatches from headquarters of the Army of the Poto-
mao, dated nine v'elock this morning, have been recsived.
An ssssult was made on Burnside sbout midnight and
successfully repulsed. In the preceding afternoon a hun-
dred picked men of the enemy made & rush to find out what
was the mesning of Hanocock's sdvancing siege lines. Nine
:f the party were captured and the rest killed or driven
Beveral letters have passed between Gen. Grant mnd
Gen. Lee in respect to collecting the dead and wounded
between the two armies. Gen Grsnt in the closing letter
“.rurat- that all his efforts f r alleviating the sufferings
* of wounded men Joft on the battle-field have been ren-
* dered nugatory.”
Two rebels officers and six men, sent out to ssarch for
the wounded of their commands, were oaptured in conse-
quence of the enemy not delivering Gen Lee’s lotter untd
after the hour he named had expired. Gen. Grant has
notifisd Gen. Lee that th-y were captured through a mis-
understanding, and will not be held as prisonets of war,
but will be returned.
No other military intelligence received.
Epwix M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

— e
OFFICIAL NEWS FROM GEORGIA.
SHERMAN BTILL ADVANCING.

Secretary Stanton to @eneral Dix.
War DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 6—se:em o'clock A. M.
A despatch from Gen. Sherman, dated yeaterday (Sun
day) afternoon, June 5, half-past thres o’olock, at Altoons
Creek, states that ‘ the enemy, discovering us moving
round his right flank, abandoned his position last night and
warched off. McPherson is moviag to-day for Ackworth,
Thomaa on the direct Msristta road, and Schofield on his
right. It hss been raining hard for three days and the
roads are heavy. An examination of the enemy's aban-
doned line of works hare show an immense lina of worka
whieb I bave turned with less loss to ourselves than we
have inflioted upon them." The srmy eupplies of forage
aad provisions are ample.
EpwIN M. BTaNTON, Ssoretary of War.

War DEPARTMENST,
Washingion, June ), 1864,
A despateh from Geo, Sherman, dated twelve noon to-
dny, at Ackworth, ssys: “I am now on the railroad at
Ackworth Station, and bavs full possession forward tor
within six miles of Marietta  All is well.”

EpwiN M. BTANTOR. Bacretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHING 10N
Weduesday, June 8, 1864 —12 noon.

A deaspateh from Gsn Grant, dated Yeaterday afterncon,
306 P. M., reporta: “All has been vary quiet to-dny. No
casualties reported.”
A despateh from Gen, Sherman, dated at Aeworth yea-
terday evening, 6 30 P. M, saye:
“1 have been to Altoons Pass, and find it very ndmirs-
* blo for eur purpose. It is the gate through the lsst er
‘ most eastern spur of the Alleghanies. It now becomes
‘s useful to us as it was to the suemy, being easily do-
* fended from eithor direction. The ronds hence (‘rom
* Aowortt ) iabe Georgia are large and good, and the coua-
* try more open.”

Detals of the position of our troops and contemplated
movements are given, but are not ueaded for publis infor-
mstion. The despatob further states that “ the enemy is
uot in our immediste frout, but his signals are seen on Lost
Mouuntain and Keneshaw "

Despatches from Gen Canby, dated June 34, have been
received, which report satisfactory Progress in the organi-
sation of bis command.

Eowin M STaNTON, Beerotary of War.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY DESTROYED.

Mousp Ciry, JUNE L.—A large and valusble wharf
boat was burnt st eight o'elock thia evening. The fire
originated from apontaneous eombustion, and was not dis
covered antil it bad spread beyond control, The progress
of the flames was so rapid that nothing was saved. Many
pereons on board narrowly escaped. The amoke and flumes
rendered egrees by the stairway impossible. Many escaped
by the roof. No lives are known te be loat. Paynnster
Boggs, United States navy, was seriously burnt, snd came
vear being suffoeated while atiempting to eave bis funds
and papors. The eutire loss is said to be half & million of
dollare, or more, eonsisting principally of naval atores, in-
cludiog Paymaster Dunn's safe, contaming two huudred
thousand dollars and soother contasining eleven thousand
dollars. Thers were no provisions or ordpance on board.

SHOCKING CALAMITY.

Accidental Exrplosion of Fowr Monster Torpedoes
near Newbern, (N. €)

Correspondence of the New York Herald,
OuTrosTs. Camp CLAssEN,
Bachelor's Cre.k, (N. C.) May 27, 1364,

At four o’clock yestorday afterncon, on the arfival of the
train st this station from Newbern, a terrible explosion
attended the removal of four torpedoes from the cars to
the plstform. . Forty-odd soldiers and negroes wers blown
into etervity in an instant, while between twenty and
thirty persons, white and black, were wounded and mag-
gled in » maoner frightful to behold. ;

‘The train which left Newbern at thres o’elock in the
sfternoon brought to the outposts the remaining four of
thirteen torpedoes, of monstrous weight and propoctions,
intended to cemplete the blockade of the Neuse river in
the direction of Kinston. The last of the four was abont
reaching the station platform when an accidental blow,
from a log of wood striking upon the cap, pxploded the
_torpedo. The eoncussion was so great that the other three
followed on the r:zl-'-im of ths first, and so quick as to
m=ke but one mighty report, ljka the orash of a thousand
pieces of artillery fired simultaneonaly,

Tl!a disnster was one of the most appalling and heart-
rending that has happened in this eountry in a seres of,
years, Holdiers whose gallantry has been displayed on
battle fields, and whose eagerness to hear the news foo
their brave comrades in Virginia had hrought them olus-
tering sround the station, were hurled, mangled snd torn,,
into eternity 1 & moment's time. Hoads, bodies, saf
limbs wers noattared for & quarter of & mile around, and
in many instances it was found imposaible to rocogaine tha
remaing of the unfortunate vietime. The signal tower and
A comminsary building, twenty feet by eighty feet, buili of
loge, wers thrown into the air & distanoe of sight hundred
fest, pnd strewed the country for & great distaces around
wi h the fragments, .

The grentest sufferer by this terrible o-tastropha @as the
One Hundred and Thirty-second New York, st sioped for
| the last twelve months on this front, snd v poee oamp is
| adjacent to the raslrond station.  For the ;_.al'nrm‘t.n“ of tha

frieuds and relatives of the killed »0d. wounded, whose
| homes are mostly io New York a,q Brooklyn the follow-

ihg lt of canunitios is 2iven A%d can ba ‘epended apon e
eorrect [ The nymes of tl'lil‘t, one Killed wnd seventecn

| wounded n & bara giv.g
A despateh from Mr. Dans, at Gon Graot's besdquar- |

I'ne illed sid wouaded of the eontrabands will number

yry | briween bwelicy and ywenty five,

This aad secident, entailing such foarfal
hus gset & gloom over the soldisrs of
Wil requirs a long time
number of the wounded

oonmarsnoes,
the outposts which
for them fully to avereome A
of th» One Huondrod snd Uhirty-
secoud New York wre badly mangled, and will pmb.ufy
dis.  Every thing, bowavor, that oare and

plish will be dov & 1o save
uatoriuuste soldiors,

lifoand onso the sufforivgof§ -

*k 11 ean novcomy’



